
Troop 50

Summer Camp
2017 Report

Dear Parents,

The Troop 50 Summer Camp Committee is excited that your son will be going with us to Summer 
Camp at Worth Ranch, June 11 - 17, 2017. He will have the opportunity to earn merit badges and 
have a great deal of fun while at Summer Camp.

In order to prepare for this experience, we have put together this information packet for you and your 
son. Please review the information attached with your scout, and if there are any additional questions 
you might have, please feel free to contact Keith Holt at 817-528-2861 (cell). There will be a Parent’s 
Q & A Meeting at the close of the Court of Honor May 31st to answer questions and/or provide 
updated information about Summer Camp. All parents are invited to attend, but parents of first time 
Summer Campers are especially requested to be present.

Troop 50 Summer Camp Committee

www.troop50thunderbirds.com

http://www.troop50thunderbirds.com/


General Information

Camp Dates:  Troop 50 will attend Summer Camp at Worth Ranch, located 6 miles north
of Palo Pinto, Texas, June 11-17, 2017.

Final Payments:  Full payment of the $250 fee should are being collected now. Please 
make all checks payable to “Troop 50 BSA”. Any merit badge class fees or cot rentals are 
to be paid at camp.  Adult fee this year is $110.

Departure:  All Scouts must meet at the SAM building with their gear at 11:30 A.M. on 
Sunday, June 11th. Those Scouts having medicines must check them in at this time. A 
count will be taken of the number of guests who will be attending “Family Night” on 
Thursday, June 15th. Once the trailers are loaded we will leave for Worth Ranch promptly
at 12:30 P.M. Please – If for some last minute reason it is decided that your son 
will not be going to camp after all, please call as soon as possible  Keith Holt 
at 817-528-2861. We do not want to be standing in the church parking lot, equipment 
all loaded, waiting for your son to arrive when he is not coming.

Transportation:  Our numbers are getting larger each year, and we’ll need help in 
transporting our Scouts to and from Camp. Parent volunteers will be needed. All of the 
Scout’s camp equipment will be transported on the trailer to and from Summer Camp, as
typically only the trailer(s) are allowed to drive into the campsites. (All other vehicles 
stay in the parking lot).

Return:  We must be out of camp by 10:00 A.M., Saturday morning, June 17th. Any 
parents who will be transporting Scouts back to Fort Worth, should arrive at Worth Ranch 
by 9:00 A.M. Please do not be late. We cannot leave as a group until all Scouts are 
assured of transportation back to Arborlawn. All Scouts will return to Arborlawn to assist 
in unloading the truck and trailer and putting away the troop gear, there will be no 
exceptions. 

Medical Forms:  All Scouts must have a current (less than 12 months old) BSA Medical 
Record form on file with the troop. This is required to attend Summer Camp. The form 
can be found at the link on the troop website or at the Longhorn Council website. 

• Parts A & B - completed annually by all BSA unit members. 

• Part C - required with parts A & B for Summer Camp 

You should also attach a copy of your insurance card (front and back) to Part C. 

The troop has arranged for Dr. Eppstein to be present to do physical exams at various 
troop meetings in May, but time is very limited and our numbers are large. The fee for 
this exam is $3.00. If you would rather your Scout be seen by your own personal 
physician please ask your doctor to use this form, as your Scout will not be allowed to 
camp without this form on file in the Health Lodge. Once we reach camp, one of the first 



check-in steps will be a medical review and screening conducted by the Camp Medical 
Officer.

Medicines:  Camp regulations require that all prescription medicines must be 
administered by, the Camp Health Officer or designee (Scoutmaster of Record). All 
prescriptions should be clearly labeled with the Scout’s name.  All prescriptions should 
be placed in a single plastic bag with your son’s name on the outside in large print.  
Please include a note giving the Scout’s name, address, and phone number, as well as a 
schedule of the times the medicine is to be administered and for what specific ailment 
the drug is given. In the case of inhalers, the Scout should bring two to camp, one to 
carry with him at all times and one to be given to the Health Officer. Because we have so
many new Scouts, it is helpful if you put a photo inside the clear bag as well.

Clothing:  One of the facts of life concerning boys is that they tend to misplace things.  
Please, be sure that all clothing, towels, Merit Badge books, and all other equipment is 
marked with your son’s name, and troop number. 

Swim Check:  We need to know if your Scout is a swimmer or non-swimmer. All Scouts, 
unless prohibited for medical reasons, that do not have the Swimming Merit Badge will 
be required to take Swimming merit badge.   A special course is available for those 
Scouts who do not know how to swim. Scouts should either wear their swim suits under 
their clothes to camp or make sure they pack their swim trunks on the top of their gear.  
Once the medical screening is completed they will be taken to the pool for swim check 
evaluations.

Mail:  Camp mail is delivered daily. Your Scout will be looking forward to lots of letters 
and maybe an occasional “goodie” package, (and so will his buddies and his leaders). It 
is suggested that you might want to drop a card or letter in the mail a few days before 
camp, just to allow for arrival on time. Address all letters:

  “your son’s name”
  Troop 50 

Worth Ranch
 P.O. Box 27

Palo Pinto, Texas 76484

Emergency Phone Number:  In case of an emergency and you need to contact us at 
Worth Ranch, the telephone number is 940-659-2195. Note that cell phones do not work 
well, if at all at this remote location. 



Cell Phones:

Getting away from electronics and home are part of the experience. Phone calls home 
fuel homesickness and are a distraction from camp activities.

• Leave their phones at home.
or

• Check their phones in with the T50 adult leaders upon arrival at camp.  

Family Night:  Thursday June 15th, is “Family Night” at Summer Camp. Families visiting 
their sons at camp may arrive at camp at any time that day but most certainly should 
arrive between 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. They say that you must park in the main parking lot, 
however in recent years our parents have been able to park very near the gazebo.  
Parents are requested to bring a pot luck / picnic dinner. We will need to have an 
approximate head count of the number of family guests that will be attending at the time
we leave for camp on Sunday, June 11th. 

PLEASE – If you tell your son that you will be there on Family Night with his meatloaf 
sandwich, please be sure that you show up on time please.  It is hard on a guy to wait for
his parents while others are enjoying that special meal with their family.  If for some 
reason you can’t be there that night, we generally have enough food to share – we just 
need to know.  Some of the activities for Family Night include visiting your son’s camp 
area, having your son give you a guided tour of the camp, the Troop 50 Family Dinner 
under the Pavilion, a Worth Ranch Flag Retreat, Order of the Arrow Tap-Outs, and the BIG 
Family Night Campfire Show. You should wear comfortable walking shoes, as some of the 
trails are quite rocky. Sandals and flip flips are not allowed in camp.

Special Activities:  Some of the scheduled special activities for the week include the 
“Scoutmaster vs. Staff Softball Game,” Kyle Mountain Sunrise Club and the always 
popular, Troop 50 Shirt Washing Contest, (so that we look best for our moms on Family 
Night).



General Merit Badge Information:  Approximately 58 different Merit Badges will be 
offered at Worth Ranch, in addition to several other courses, such as BSA Snorkeling and 
BSA Lifeguard. Some general notes about some of the Merit Badges are as follows.

• Swimming – All Scouts who have not yet earned their Swimming Merit Badge should make this their number 
one priority, as without it they may not be able to participate in any Troop 50 aquatic activities.

• First Aid – The second priority Merit Badge is First Aid. The Scout must be 12 years old or older! Those taking 
the course should bring with them to camp a homemade, (i.e., in a shoebox or Tupperware container), first aid kit 
as one of the requirements. There is a tremendous amount of reading and studying required for this badge.

• Indian Lore, Leatherwork, Woodcarving, Basketry  – Are all good Merit Badges for the first or second year 
camper. All may require the purchase of a small craft kit for the project work. Such kits can be purchased at the 
camp trading post or acquired before hand at the local Scout Shop (typically $15 to $30 each).

• Lifesaving – This is the next step after earning the Swimming Merit Badge.
• Orienteering, Wilderness Survival, Pioneering – These should be considered as subjects for the more 

experienced Scouts.
• Climbing – The Scout must be at least 13 years old for this Merit Badge.

Merit Badge Fees:  Most of the Merit Badge’s do not require an additional special class 
fee, however those that do require fees are to be paid on the first day of camp. This 
business is conducted at the camp commissary.



Summer Camp
Equipment List

CLOTHING
✔ Baseball or Scout Cap
✔ Troop Neckerchief & Slide
✔ Class “A” Uniform Shirt
✔ Green Scout Shorts (if have)
✔ Scout Belt (if have)
✔ Scout Socks ( 2 pair if Scout shorts worn)
✔ Troop T-shirt
✔ 6 pair of Underwear
✔ 5 pair of socks for daily wear
✔ 1 pair of jeans or rugged long pants (more if shorts 

are not worn for daily activities)
✔ 5 T-shirts for daily wear (logo or  printed t-shirts 

are fine as long as they are appropriate for scout 
activities)

✔ 3 or 4 pair of shorts for daily activities
✔ Rain Gear & Hat or Poncho
✔ Sleepwear
✔ Swimsuit – cutoffs and shorts are not  allowed in 

the swimming pool
✔ Footwear – Tennis shoes and/or hiking boots -  NO 

opened toe shoes or sandals
✔ Bandannas – (optional)

PERSONAL ITEMS
✔ Personal Hygiene Kit – towels, soap, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, comb, shaving gear if needed, etc.
✔ Insect repellant – non- aerosol
✔ Sun Screen
✔ Personal First Aid Kit (optional) 
✔ Medicines – if prescribed and  necessary at camp – 

place in plastic  baggie with name, Troop #, phone  
number, and address to be given  to Camp Medical 
Officer

✔ Shirt washing items ( brush, soap, etc.) for Shirt 
Washing Contest.

CAMPING EQUIPMENT
✔ Bedroll, blanket, or sleeping bag
✔ Pillow, if used
✔ Cot (may be rented at camp for $10.00 per week, 

but quantity is limited).
✔ Sleeping Pad (optional)

CAMPING EQUIPMENT(cont)
✔ Flashlight with extra batteries
✔ Scout Book
✔ Storage Locker w/lock to store clothing and 

personal items
✔ Canteen/Water Bottle

MERIT BADGE SUPPLIES
✔ Long sleeve shirt, pants, belt, old shoes if taking 

Lifesaving MB.
✔ Home made First Aid Kit if takingFirst Aid MB.
✔ Compass for Orienteering MB. 
✔ Paper/Notebook, pen, pencils
✔ Merit Badge Books for those MB’s taken.
✔ Small backpack for MB Classes and Night on Kyle 

Mountain.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT
✔ Camera 
✔ Binoculars
✔ Clipboard or notebook
✔ Stationary & Stamps
✔ Alarm Clock
✔ Camp Stool/Chair

ITEMS NOT ALLOWED IN CAMPITEMS NOT ALLOWED IN CAMP
✔ Sheath Knives 
✔ Axes
✔ Prohibited Weapons
✔ Fireworks
✔ Firearms
✔ Sling Shots
✔ Wrist Rockets
✔ Blow Guns
✔ Electronic Items, including but not limited to: 

Radios, TV’s, CD Players,  I-Pads, MP3 Players, 
Cell Phones, I-Pods, Electronic Games

CELL PHONES 
1. Left at home.
2. Turned over the T50 adult leaders upon arrival at 

camp (with Scout’s name on it) – no exceptions.

PLEASE NOTE: NAME MUST BE MARKED ON ALL CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT.


